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Senator'Morgan. Mr. Chaifman, I have just a word or two.

Senator'Béyh,_ Senator Morgan? .

I Would say, Mr. Knoche, that I have read your resume,

I heard you in the executive session, and I believe we worked

for the last 15 months or so rather closely, and I find you

extremely and uniquely well qualified.

but my recollection from hearing you during tha£ period of time
is that you were candid and forthright with the Committee, and
I have no reason to believe otherwise.

I have only a couple of_quesfions to ask_you._ As you know,
during the Church Commiﬁtee‘hearings there was e&idence over
a period of time that wé had engaged in‘éhié ééuntry-in-
attempted assassinations, if not assaséinations.

Do you_believe that in péacetime there is ever any occasior
for this country or any‘of its agencies to engage in political
assaséination? |

Mr. Knoche. No, sir, I do not.

Senator Morgan. Do you believe in peacetimevfhere will
‘ever arise an occasion in which it woﬁld be proper and expedient
for any agency of our éovernment té engage in any kind of
assassination, whether political or otherwise?

Mr. Knoche. The use of your word "ever" is a very big

one. I don't want to appear to be debating with you on that.
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“on that question. I would want to leave sonme room, I would

‘and I am going to talk from the heart here, not as a bureaucratit:

‘consideration the consequénces of the failure to consider, but
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think, of conceliving of some circumstances under which at lJeast

the contingency might be discussed, but it is only the use of

the word "ever" that gives me a problem in answerlng the quesLlom.

Senator Morgan. You say the contlngency may be discussed
or might be discussed.
What might that be?

Mr. Knoche. Let me try to answer the question this way,

official. I can conceive of circumstances where we might be

asked to consider that. I can conceive of no circumstances

under which I would want to recommend assassination as-a solutiop

to any particular problem‘in peacetime, but I £hink I am having
the trouble with the conceét of never considering. |

Senator Morgan. .Maybe the possibility of considering it
might not be elimingted, but let me say I realize it is a

difficult question, and at times you may have to take inta

I would say, I think I express the sentiments of the American
people, most of the American people when I say that I don't
believe that we should ever'engage in assassination of any kind

during peacetime.

I heard your discussion with regard to covert activity,

and it is a difficult area.
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Knoche. Yes, sir..
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Here is the passage: cover:i.ng thl,s n'orm.ng s
‘hearings.where-the-subject of -assassination came
“up. - In hindsight-I-would hate béén bBeétter off
-merely-to-note- the Executive Order-proscribes
-it, but on the other hand I-think.I.made my
position-quite-clear-that- it-is-in-accord
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.. the. rest..
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